PART v: 1771-5
the former, beyond the warmest expectations of the authour
or his friends.
We talked of a young gentleman's [Richard Brinsley Sheri-
dan] marriage with an eminent singer, [Elizabeth Linley] and
his determination that she should no longer sing in publick,
though his father was very earnest she should, because her
talents would be liberally rewarded, so as to make her a good
fortune. It was questioned whether the young gentleman,
who had not a shilling in the world, but was blest with very
uncommon talents, was not foolishly delicate, or foolishly
proud, and his father truely rational without being mean.
Johnson, with all the high spirit of a Roman senator, ex-
claimed, 'He resolved wisely and nobly to be sure. He is a
brave man. Would not a gentleman be disgraced by having
his wife singing publickly for hire? No, Sir, there can be no
doubt here. I know not if I should not prepare myself for a
publick singer, as readily as let my wife be one.*
Johnson arraigned the modern politicks of this country,
as entirely devoid of all principle of whatever kind. Toliticks
(said he,) are now nothing more than means of rising in the
world. With this sole view do men engage in politicks, and
their whole conduct proceeds upon it. How different in that
respect is the state of the nation now from what it was in the
time of Charles the First, during the Usurpation, and after
the Restoration, in the time of Charles the Second,'
On Friday, May 12, as he had been so good as to assign me
a room in his house, where I might sleep occasionally, when
I happened to sit with him to a late hour, I took possession
of it this night, found every thing in excellent order, and was
attended by honest Francis with a most civil assiduity. I
asked Johnson whether I might go to a consultation with
another lawyer upon Sunday, as that appeared to me to be
doing,work as much in my way, as if an artisan should work
on the day appropriated for religious rest. JOHNSON. *Why,
Sir, when you are of consequence enough to oppose the prac-
tice of consulting upon Sunday, you should do it: but you
may go now. It is not criminal, though it is not what one
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